


PREFACE 


This 1982 edition of BLACK IS... heralds the Boston Public 
Library’s traditional celebration of Black History Month in 
February of each year. The selective list was compiled by a 
committee—Francina Gelzer, Chairperson, Lois Henry, 
Olive Knight and Elaine McLean. 





BLACK EXPRESSION 


As Serious as Your Life: The Story of the New Jazz 

VALERIE WILMER 
This survey of the new black music includes many subjects: 
individual music styles, women in jazz, social impact of the 
music and many more. 


Black Women in American Bands and Orchestras 
D. ANTOINETTE HANDY 


An inspiring and well-documented study of black women in 
blues, classical, and jazz music. 


Black Women Novelists: The Development of a Tradition, 
1892-1976 BARBARA CHRISTIAN 
A definite eye-opener to the historical and literary 
background of black women in literature with a close look 
at Paule Marshall, Toni Morrison and Alice Walker. 


Born of a Woman: New and Selected Poems 

ETHERIDGE KNIGHT 
Love is the prevailing theme of this collection of poems in 
which the poet praises the good and protests the evil in life. 


The Cinema of Sidney Poitier 

LESTER J. KEYSER and ANDREW H. RUSZKOWSKI 
Photographs and text capture and assess Poitier’s appeal 
and many accomplishments in all levels of film-making. 


The Craft of Ralph Ellison ROBERT G. O’MEALLY 
Ellison’s craft develops certain themes and frequently 
focuses on Afro-American folklore. 


Gumbo GEORGE BARLOW 

This mixture of narratives, portraits and love poems 
combines ghetto speech with polished verse to produce 
vivid images. 


The Heart of a Woman MAYA ANGELOU 

This frank narrative of the growth of a woman through 
turmoil, love and hope shows the effects it had on her and 
her son. 


Off the Court ARTHUR ASHE with NEIL ADMUR 
Ashe relaxes his usual reserve to share his feelings on 
tennis, marriage, racism, and current issues. 


Passion: New Poems, 1977-1980 JUNE JORDAN 
From the dynamic rebellious poet comes an exciting 
collection of verse, universal in scope. 


The Second Black Renaissance: Essays in Black Literature 
C.W.E. BIGSBY 


Scrutiny of black creativity from the 1940’s reveals how the 
struggles of black people influenced the talented black 
writers of that period. 


Three Pieces NTOZAKE SHANGE 
In her traditional manner she captures some aspects of 
black life through drama and poetry. 


Two-Headed Woman LUCILLE CLIFTON 
Winner in 1980 of the annual Juniper Prize, sponsored by 
the University of Massachusetts Press. 


The World of Count Basie STANLEY DANCE 

Interviews by former musicians of Count Basie’s Band 
provide a profile of the times, places, attitudes and 
personalities that helped develop his style. 


You Can’t Keep a Good Woman Down ALICE WALKER 
These stories focus on contemporary women, their prob- 
lems and pleasures. 


HISTORY 


Black Freemasonry and Middle-Class Realities 

LORETTA J. WILLIAMS 
Essentially a social history of the Prince Hall Masons, this 
treatise also describes ‘“‘pillaring,’’ or the parallel growth of 
segregated institutions. 


Black Migration and Poverty: Boston 1865-1900 

ELIZABETH HAFKIN PLECK 
This informative study points out that, although northern 
and southern blacks differed, both faced limited economic 
opportunities in Boston. 


Brown Sugar: Eighty Years of America’s Black Female 
Superstars DONALD BOGLE 
Bessie Smith, Billie Holiday, Lena Horne, and Diana Ross 
join other performing greats in this pictorial survey. 


Slave Religion ALBERT J. RABOTEAU 
Just as slaves came from many cultures in Africa, their 
religious expression in the New World took many forms. 


CONTEMPORARY ISSUES 


Asking for Trouble: The Autobiography of a Banned 
Journalist DONALD WOODS 
The stance Woods took against apartheid forced him and 
his family to flee South Africa. 


The Black Woman LA FRANCES RODGERS-ROSE 
What are the roles and expectations of black women as 
they relate to situations at home and in society? 


Black Women in the Labor Force PHYLLIS A. WALLACE 
This survey relates the effects of race and sex discrimina- 
tion on black women workers. 


Education Handbook for Black Families 

DELORES LOWE FRIEDMAN 
A reference guide designed to assist parents and students 
in ways to obtain a quality learning environment at home 
and schools—vocational and professional. 


From the Grassroots: Essays Toward Afro-American 
Liberation MANNING MARABLE 
How can black Americans continue to work on economic 
and political advances and still be instrumental in 
developing a more humane society? 


Mary MARY MEBANE 
To succeed she had to rise above the stultifying triad of 
race, gender, and poverty. 


Minorities and Aging JACQUELYNE JOHNSON JACKSON 
The physical, psychological and social aspects of aging on 
minority groups, especially black Americans. 


New People; Miscegenation and Mulattoes in the United 
States JOLL WILLIAMSON 
What has been the history of ‘‘race mixing’’ in this country 
and the resulting attitudes of blacks and whites? 


The Struggle That Must Be HARRY EDWARDS 

Widely known for his efforts in organizing the revolt of the 
black athletes at the 1968 Olympics in Mexico City, this 
writer, professor and political activist, continues to fight for 
human rights. 


Which Way is South Africa Going? 

GWENDOLEN M. CARTER 
Afrikaners, in their drive to maintain white rule, must 
reckon with the determination of blacks to become the 
ruling majority. 


You Gotta Deal with It THEODORE R. KENNEDY 
Arare view of the intricate patterns of kinship in four black 
extended families in a typical small southern town. 


BLACKS ABROAD 


The African Condition ALI A. MAZRUI 
This readable study of an Africa rich in natural resources, 
yet inhabited by underprivileged Africans, also examines 
five other paradoxes of Africa. 


Black Testimony; the Voices of Britain’s West Indians 

THOMAS J. COTTLE 
West Indian immigrants to England relate their experiences 
in a new land fraught with trouble—poor housing, high un- 
employment, and inferior education. 


Egyptian Art CYRIL ALDRED 


Color and black and white prints help the author trace the 
history and significance of Egyptian art through the ages. 


Ghosts of Kampala: The Rise and Fall of Idi Amin 

GEORGE IVAN SMITH 
Uganda’s independence through Amin’s ‘“‘rise and fall’’ is 
personally witnessed by the author. 


Into Indigo CLAIRE POLAKOFF 
The work with African fabrics is described as an art form. 


Twelve African Writers GERALD MOORE 
A critique of modern poetry, fiction and drama written and 
published in Africa. 


Voodoo Heritage MICHEL S. LAGUERRE 

This systematic documentation of voodoo deals with the 
practices and deep underlying sentiments of the Haitian 
rites. 


Yoruba Myths ULLI BEIER 
Tricksters, gods, goddesses—and ordinary men and 
women—make up the fabric of Yoruba myths. 


FICTION 


Ask Me Now AL YOUNG 
An ex-basketball player, facing life off the courts, comes to 
grips with his marriage and family when his daughter is 
kidnapped. 


Bose LARRY D. NAMES 
A fictional account of a black cowboy in the American 
West. 


The Chaneysville Incident DAVID BRADLEY 
Based on truth, this saga traces the ancestry of a young 
black historian. 


The Harder They Come MICHAEL THELWELL 

A young man in Jamaica fights against the established 
order of the music world and the police in this fictional 
adaptation from the film. 


Store Up the Anger WESSELL EBERSOHN 
A white South African author forcefully depicts the ‘“‘stored 
up anger”’ of his black countrymen. 


Tar Baby TONI MORRISON 

A beautiful black model and her white sponsors have an 
eventful encounter with a black American ‘‘stowaway”’ on 
a small West Indian island. 


Tsotsi ATHOL FUGARD 
Set in a South African slum, Tsotsi traces the last six days 
in the life of a hoodlum. 


The Wolf and the Buffalo ELMER KELTON 
In the West of old, Black Buffalo soldiers clash with the 
Indians. 
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